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IN exercise of the power conferred on the Minister responsible for Food
and Agriculture by section 25 of the Tree Crops Development Authority
Act, 2019 (Act 1010) and on the advice of the Board, these Regulations
are made this 6th day of October, 2023.

Preliminary Provisions

Purpose of Regulations
1. The purpose of these Regulations is to regulate the tree crops
industry by providing for
(a) the registration and licensing of value chain actors in the
tree crops industry,
(b) the facilitation of agreements between actors in the tree crops
industry;
(c) compliance and safety standards for the tree crops
industry;
(d) the filing of statistical returns; and
(e) any other matter necessary for the efficient and effective
implementation of the provisions of the Act.

Application of Regulations
2. These Regulations apply to an activity in the tree crops industry.

Matters related to the Board

Briefing sessions
3. (1) The Board shall, each quarter, have briefing sessions with the
Minister to review and update policy development of the tree crops
industry.
(2) The Minister shall, at least every six months, update the Board
on policy initiatives that may impact the tree crops industry.

Responsibilities of the secretary to the Board
4. (1) The secretary to the Board shall
(a) ensure that

(i) meetings of the Board are properly recorded and
minutes of the meetings of the Board certified by
the chairperson of the Board are circulated to the
members of the Board in a timely manner;
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(i) documents for meetings of the Board are compiled
and circulated to the members of the Board;
(ii1) feedback and appropriate responses to specific items
on the agenda are obtained for the meetings of the
Board;
(1v) matters that may warrant the attention of the Board
are brought to the attention of the Board;
(v) a financial statement on the Fund is presented each
quarter to the Board; and
(vi) the business of the Board 1s conducted efficiently
and effectively;
(b) provide guidance and advice to the Board and assist in the
orientation of members of the Board;
(c) develop for the approval of the Board, a calendar for
meetings of the Board for the year, :
(d) support the body appointed by the Board undér subsection
(1) of section 18 of the Act to.manage the Fund; and
(e) perform any other function assigned by the Board.

Notice of vacancy on the Board '

5. (1) The secretary to the Board shall,: w1th1n seven days after the
occurrence of a vacancy in the position of the chairperson of the Board,
communicate the vacancy to the Minister.

~ (2) The chairperson shall, within seven days after the occurrence of
a vacancy in the position of a member of the Board commumcate the
vacancy to the Minister.

Value chain committees .
6. (1) In furtherance of subsection (3) of section 8 of the Act a value
chain committee for each tree crop shall comprise seven members,
(a) four of whom shall be representatwes -of the tree crop
subsector on the Board; and
(b) three other persons selected by the actors of the various tree
~ crops. ' -
: (2) The members of a value cham comrmttee shall elect a member
of the committee who is a member of the Board as the chairperson of the

committee.
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(3) The secretary to the committee is the value chain specialist of
the Authority in charge of tree crops.

Terms and scope of activities of committees
7. The Board shall
(a) determine the terms and scope of activities for a comm1ttee
of the Board; and
(b) establish a system to regularly monitor the performance of
a committee of the Board.

Corporate and strategic plan

8. (1) Subject to the approval of the Board, the Chief Executive
Officer shall develop and implement a multi-year corporate and strategic
plan for a period that the Board may determine.

(2) The Chief Executive Officer and the Board shall have due

regard to the

(a) object of the Authorlty,

(b) policy of the Ministry, and

(c) legitimate expectation of stakeholders :

in the development and approval of the corporate and strateglc plan.

(3) The Board shall, on the basis of the corporate and strategic plan
developed under subregulation (1), set identifiable organisational goals
for the secretariat of the Authority.

(4) The Board shall, on the basis of the oroamsatlonal goals set
under subregulatlon 3,

(a) assign responsibilities, duties and dehverables to and

(b) assess the performance of :

officers and staff of the Authority.

(5) The Board -

(a) shall develop a system to co-ordinate, monitor and evaluate
the efficient-and effective 1mp1ementat1on of the corporate
and strategic plan; and Epe :

(b) may cause the corporate and strategic plan to be rewewed

_ at least once a year to reflect changes occasioned by hew
development and emergmg trends in the tree crops mdustry
consistent w1th the framework of the corporate and
strategic plan. s
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Preparation of studies and use of consultants '

9. Where the Authority does not have the technical capacity or .the
Authority is constrained by workload, the Authority may use the services
of a consultant for

(a) the preparation of studies, or
(b) the strategic analyses of scientific, technological, statistical
data and socio-economic research
in respect of tree crops.

Cross-Sectoral Planning Groups of Relevant Agencies

Cross-sectoral planning groups of relevant agencies
10. The Board shall
(a) identify thematic areas for the establishment of cross-sectoral
planning groups of relevant agencies; and
(b) determine the composition of a cross-sectoral planning
group in collaboration with the relevant agency.

Administrative instructions for cross-sectoral planning groups
11. The Board shall issue administrative instructions for the
operation of a cross-sectoral planning group.

Management of the Authority

Divisions of the Authority
12. (1) The Authority shall have divisions on tree crops determined

by the Board as necessary for the efficient and effective performance of
the functions of the Authority. :

(2) The Board may modify a division of the Authority for the
efficient performance of the functions of the Authority.

(3) The Chief Executive Officer shall ensure cooperation,
collaboration, co-ordination and harmonisation of the programmes and
activities of the divisions of the Authority.

Organisational structure of the Authority

13. In furtherance of section 13 of the Act, the Chief Executive
Officer shall develop an organisational structure and a staffing plan for
the Authority for the consideration and approval of the Board.
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Decentralisation of the Authority
Zonal offices
14. (1) The Board shall, having regard to the following factors,
establish zonal offices:
(a) the identification of at least two tree crops in the zone;
(b) the proximity of the zone to value chain actors;
(c) the concentration of actors in the zone;
(d) emerging areas in the production of tree crops;
(e) maturity of the value chain in the zone;
(f) access to the zonal office;
(¢g) other agroecological factors; and
(h) any other factor determined by the Board.

(2) Without limiting subregulation (1), the Board shall establish

zonal offices in each of the following locations:

(a) Wenchi in the Bono region,;

(b) Apemenim near Agona Nkwanta in the Western region;

(c) Tamale in the Northern region;

(d) Kade in the Eastern region;

(e) Jasikan in the Oti region; and

(e) Assin Fosu in the Central region.

Functions of a zonal office
15. A zonal office shall

(a) actas aliaison between the secretariat of the Authority, actors
in the tree crops value chain, relevant public institutions
and other stakeholders;

(b) ensure co-ordination among various stakeholders of the tree
crop value chain;

(c) provide training for registered actors in the zone in
collaboration with relevant agencies;

(d) provide information for stakeholders in the zone;

(e) attend to issues of the tree crops industry that may be
handled on a decentralised basis as determined by the Chief
Executive Officer;

() receive applications for the registration of actors;

(g) receive applications for the licensing of registered actors;
and

(h) perform any other function determined by the Board.
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Registration
Register

16. (1) The Authority shall establish, keep and maintain a register of
actors.

(2) The register shall contain
(a) a list of the names of registered actors; and
(b) any other particulars that the Authority may determine.
(3) The Authority
(a) may effect a correction or alteration to the register; and
(b) shall communicate the correction or alteration under
paragraph (a) to the affected party.
(4) The Authority shall
(a) keep the register at the offices of the Authority; and
(b) publish the register on the authorised website of the
Authority.
(5) The register shall be open to the public.
(6) A person may, on the payment of a prescribed fee,
(a) inspect the register, or
(b) obtain an extract from the register
during the business hours of the Authority.

Requirement to register
17. (1) An actor in the tree crops value chain shall register with the
Authority.

(2) An actor who falls under the category of
(a) main actors, or
(b) auxiliary actors
as specified in the First Schedule shall register with the Authority.

Qualification for registration
18. (1) A person who meets the requirements set out in the Second
Schedule qualifies for registration under these Regulations.
(2) Without limiting subregulation (1),
(a) a Ghanaian exporter in the tree crop value chain shall
provide proof of
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(1) the ability of the exporter to finance an export
volume of not less than two hundred metric tons of
a tree crop each year, and

(11) a warehouse capacity of at least thirty per cent of
the export volume, where applicable; or

(b) a non-Ghanaian exporter shall provide proof of

(1) ability of the exporter to finance an export volume
of two hundred metric tons of a tree crop each year,
and in the case of cashew, an export volume of five
hundred metric tons;

(i) warehouse capacity of thirty per cent of the
volume indicated in subparagraph (i);

(iii) an adequate tree crop base that is traceable in an
operational area; and

(iv) the employment of not less than fifty per cent of
senior staff who are Ghanaian citizens.

Application for registration
19. (1) A person who seeks to register an activity in the tree crops value
chain shall apply to the Authority as set out in Form One of the Third
Schedule.
(2) An application under subregulation (1) shall be
(a) accompanied with supporting documents, including
evidence of the qualification of the applicant; and

(b) submitted
(i) to the zonal office of the Authority where the activity
is located;

(ii) to the headquarters of the Authority; or
(iii) electronically through a digital channel specified by
the Authority.

Consideration of application
20. (1) Where the Authority is satisfied that an applicant meets the
requirements specified under regulation 18, the Authority shall register
the applicant.
(2) The Authority shall, not later than thirty days after the receipt
of an application for registration, give notice of the acceptance or
refusal of the application to the applicant.
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Certificate of registration
21. Where an application for registration is accepted by (he Authority,
the Board shall
(a) divect the Chiet Executive Officer to enter the name of the
applicant in the register; and
(b) within fourteen days after the notice of acceptance issucd
under subregulation (2) of regulation 20, issuc the applicant
with a certificate of registration as set out in Form Two of
the Third Schedule.
Rights conferred by registration
22. (1) A producer in the tree crops industry who registers with the
Authority is entitled to the following:
(a) support services, including seedlings distribution;
(b) extension services; and '
(c) innovations from research and development by accredited
research institutions.
(2) An aggregator in the tree crops industry who 1eglst61s with
the Authority is entitled to the following:
(a) alicence to buy directly from a farmer w1th1n the registered
enclave of the aggregator; and - ,
(b) technical support, including quality measurement and
standards approved by relevant authorities.
(3) A processor in the tree crops industry who registers with the
Authority is entitled to the following: ‘
(a) a subsidy on exports;
(b) technical assistance and adv1sory services;
(c) access to investment funds, in the case of a processor who
is a citizen;
(d) an import duty waiver for processing machinery, in the case
of a processor who is a citizen; and

‘(e) a fifty per cent waiver for processing machmery, in the case
of a processor who is not a citizen.

(4) A trader, ari importer or an exporter who registers with the
Authority is entitled to technical support in.

(a) warehouse management;
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(b) inventory management;
(c) quality assurance; and
(d) any other activity within the value chain.

Suspension of registration

23. The Authority may suspend the registration of an actor where

(a) the actor is under investigation by the Authority for an
offence under the Act or any other relevant enactment;

(b) there is a case of proven professional misconduct against
the actor;

(c) the actor has made a false declaration in an application for
registration; or

(d) the actor has contravened a provision of the Act or these
Regulations. |

Cancellation of registration i
24. The Authority shall, on the recommendation of a committee
of the Board assigned responsibility to recommend cancellations of
registration, cancel the registration of an actor of the Authority where
(a) the Authority establishes that the registration was obtained
by fraud, misrepresentation or concealment of a material
fact;
(b) the actor is convicted of an offence under the Act or these
Regulations; or
(c) the actor is no longer entitled t6 register an activity in the
tree crops value chain.

Notice of suspension and cancellation of registration
25. The Authority shall, before the suspension or cancellation of the
registration of an actor,
(a) give the actor at least thuty da.ys notice of the intention of
the Authority to suspend or cancel the registration; and
() provide the actor with an opportumty to make a representatlon
to the Authority.
Removal of name from register
26. The Board may direct the Chief Executive Officer to remove
the name of an actor convicted of an offence under the Act or these
Regulations from the register. : ,
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Restoration of registration

27. Where the Board is satisfied that the grounds for removal of the
name of an actor from the register no longer exists, the Board may direct
the Chief Executive Officer to restore the name of an actor to the
register.

Licensz'ng
Requirement to obtain licence

28. A person who registers an activity in the tree crops value chain
shall obtain a licence to carry out that activity.

Types of licence :
29. (1) The Authority may issue the following types of licence to a
registered actor: _
(a) aplant multiplication licence for seed breeders and nursery
operators;
(b) an aggregator licence;
(c) a trader licence;
(d) an exporter licence;
(e) an importer licence;
(/) a processor licence; and
(g) any other licence peculiar to a particular tree crop.
(2) An aggregator licence shall only be issued to a citizen.
(3) Where an actor operates in more than one category, the actor
shall obtain a separate licence for each category.

Application for licence
30. (1) A person who seeks to obtain a licence to carry out any of the
activities in a value chain shall apply to the Authority as set out in Form
One of the Fourth Schedule. |
(2) An application under subregulation (1) shall be accompanied
with the prescribed fee and submitted L /
(a) - to a zonal office where the activity is located;
(b) to the headquarters-of the Authority; or
(c) through a digital channel specified by the Authority.
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